
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on Thursday, 16 November 2006

Present: 

Committee Members:  Wendy Bradley, Linda Carter (Treasurer), Peter Dewar (Chair), Ken Hughes (Publicity Officer), Clare MacArthur, Christine Ogden (Minutes), Anne Stockdale and Colin Wilkie

Other Attendees:

Roger Bell, Anne Dewar, Marian Durrans, Mary Durrans, Brian Forbes, Angela Gillespie, Ian Johnson, Martin & Shona Pearcy and Carol Wilkie

Apologies:  Sue Baker, Stephen & Alison Fisher and Karen Heslop

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting on 17 November 2005 were agreed.  Proposed by Linda Carter and seconded by Ken Hughes.

Matters Arising from the last AGM

Boule Piste: this has been restored.  Thanks go mainly to Terry Watson and Roger Bell, but with help from others. Greater use is encouraged: boules available (free) from the Black Swan.

Book Reprinting:  unfortunately, the cost would be in excess of £4,000 for a reprint of the village book.  Therefore, no more books will be produced, but CDs are still available.  Copies of the CD will be given to Marian Durrans and Martin & Shona Pearcy.

Interpretation Boards:  these have been put on hold for the time being.

Butterfly Bank:  this is being maintained.  It was suggested, however, that more plants could be provided for the bare areas.  Plants can be bought, and receipts should be given to Linda Carter.

New Handrail:  this has now been erected at the side of the churchyard steps.

Black Swan Licence:  this has been resolved. The bar is open during the week until midnight and 1am on Fridays and Saturdays.

Review of 2006 Events

Fete:  the afternoon of Sunday 21 May saw the wettest Fete on record at Laurel Dene.  Despite the rain, about 70 stalwarts turned out and gave generous support to the stalls and games, providing funding for the Village Show in July.  Thanks to Les & Olga Fisher and Sue & Martin.

Shakespeare in the Churchyard:  on a warm and sunny evening in the St Barnabas Churchyard on Saturday 10 June, the Durham Shakespeare Company performed

The Taming of the Shrew.  The large audience enjoyed the play and their picnics, and donations helped fund the Show. Thanks to Stephen Fisher.

Teddy Bears’ Picnic:  from noon on Saturday 15 July, the big Teddy and helpers again entertained the young children at the Teddy Bears’ Picnic in the Show marquee on the cricket field.  That evening, the Family Disco for older children and ‘others’ was well attended. Thanks to Brian, Mary, Lee, Rebecca and others.

Village Show & Sports Day:  on a glorious Sunday 16 July, the Village Show & Sports event was very popular, with Show entries substantially increased from last year due to increased publicity.  The Show President, Denis Sturdy, presented the keenly contested trophies.

Musical Evening:  poor weather on Saturday 12 August again necessitated relocation of the planned Musical Evening in the churchyard to The Granary barn.  The audience appreciated the multi-talented local musicians.

Barn Dance:  villagers and friends enjoyed the Annual Barn Dance (and pie & peas supper) in The Granary barn on Saturday 9 September, with excellent music provided by the Celtic folk group, Steam Radio. Thanks to Peter Pybus for use of his barn and for providing transport and storage.

Annual Village Dinner:  the annual dinner at Woody’s in the Black Swan on Saturday 14 October was well supported, and the meal was excellent.  An imaginative history of Thornton-le-Moor was well delivered by Stephen Fisher and Brian Forbes.

Annual General Meeting:  the Annual General Meeting was held on Thursday 16 November in the Black Swan.

Other Events:  Buskers’ Evenings, a New Year’s Day walk and informal walks throughout the year were organised by Brian Forbes, including one walk to Stockeld Well after the Village Dinner.

Forthcoming Events

Buskers’ Evening:  the next Buskers’ Evening will be held on Friday 24 November in the Black Swan, with a late start of around 9.30pm.

New Year’s Day Walk:  there will be a New Year’s Day walk, details of which will appear in the News & Views.  A brunch will follow at Woody’s in the Black Swan.  “Put your wellies on!”

Christmas Eve Event:  there will be an event organised on Christmas Eve in the early evening.  This will be advertised in the pub and in News & Views.

Carol Singing:  carol singing for all, including families, is being arranged on 16 December from 6.30pm to 8.00pm.  This will be publicised in News & Views.

Treasurer’s Report

Linda Carter presented the Treasurer’s report (attached).  This was proposed by 

Peter Dewar and seconded by Anne Stockdale.

Election of Officers

	Position


	Re-elected
	Proposed
	Seconded

	Chair
	Peter Dewar
	Linda Carter
	Clare MacArthur

	Secretary
	Christine Ogden
	Mary Durrans
	Wendy Bradley

	Treasurer
	Linda Carter
	Christine Ogden
	Anne Stockdale

	Publicity
	Sue Baker & Ken Hughes
	Colin Wilkie
	Clare MacArthur


Thanks go to Clare MacArthur for taking the minutes for such a long time.  We are very grateful.  Christine Ogden has now taken over this job.

Other Committee Members

Anne Stockdale submitted a letter of resignation, as she has recently moved out of the village.  Thanks go to Anne.  We greatly appreciate everything she has done over many years.

Karen Heslop is also resigning from the Committee, but is happy to help with events.  Thanks go to Karen for all her help.

Peter Dewar will check with Ian Woods if he wishes to continue as a Committee member.







Action:  Peter Dewar
Wendy Bradley, Clare MacArthur and Colin Wilkie will all continue as Committee members.  We welcome Ian Johnson as a new member.

If anyone else is interested in joining the Committee, please contact either Peter Dewar or Christine Ogden.  You will be very welcome.

Proposed Programme of Events for 2007

Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance (February):  Angela & Peter at the Black Swan are willing to organise a dinner dance on the Friday in February nearest to Valentine’s Day next year.  It was agreed that the Village Society would support this event and distribute publicity leaflets.  Peter Dewar will discuss this further with Angela & Peter.










Action:  Peter Dewar
May Fete:  it was agreed that this event would go ahead next year.   The new time of 3.00pm to 5.00pm was more successful, and this will be repeated next year to raise funds for the Show. 

Shakespeare in the Churchyard (June):  a couple of dates in June for this event should be proposed to the theatre group.

Teddy Bears’ Picnic & Family Disco (July):  it was asked if it was worth doing the Teddy Bear’s Picnic again next year.  It was a lot of effort for Brian and his helpers, and the support was only moderate.  The number of young children in the village is quite low.  In order to be successful, publicity would be required to pull in more people from surrounding villages.  We should still try and keep this going.  We should ensure that there is no clash with a cricket match next year.  The timing of 2.00pm to 4.00pm is a better time.  It was suggested that we should have some other form of entertainment, eg a clown or magician.  This will be explored at a meeting nearer the time.  It was agreed that the disco was only required for the evening event.  

Village Show & Sports Day (July):  there has been a suggestion to have something like a BBQ or Hog Roast at the Show or on the evening before.  It was also suggested that we could have a brass band playing at the Show.  A fee would be incurred for this.  Both these ideas will be discussed at a later meeting.  

Musical Evening in the Churchyard (August):  this will be the third attempt to hold this in the churchyard.  We can move the event to The Granary barn in the event of bad weather.  Any suggestions of other musicians would be welcome.

Barn Dance (September):  there was sufficient support to continue to stage this event.  Steam Radio should be invited back again.  We should ensure that there is no clash with the Police HQ event.  It was noted that there were very few children at the Barn Dance.  This event should, therefore, be advertised more widely next year.

Annual Village Society Dinner (October):  this will be repeated.  Any suggestions for speakers will be welcome.

Annual General Meeting:  this will take place again in November.

Any Other Events

Buskers’ Nights and Walks:  as mentioned above.

Any Other Business

Peter Dewar encouraged everyone to make greater use of the village website, but it should be updated.  It was suggested that we could add the website address to the publicity leaflets.  Christine Ogden will speak to Lee Huck about both of these issues.  









Action:  Christine Ogden

The next Village Society meeting will be held at 8.00pm

on Thursday, 25 January 2007 in the Black Swan
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